
 

Dear Ms. Huge, 

 

We appreciate your and the College’s willingness to now engage in an informed and transparent process to 

discuss athletic excellence and the path forward for the seven teams, their athletes and William and Mary 

athletics in general. Unfortunately, the proposal fails to correct one fundamentally unfair and very harmful 

aspect of the flawed decision to cut these sports — the timing of the announcement.  Coming when it did, 

current and prospective athletes who want to continue their athletic careers were forced to scramble to find 

other schools as the recruiting season for these sports was winding down and coaches were seeking 

commitments from prospective student athletes to firm up their rosters for next year.  The signing day you have 

referenced is not a meaningful deadline for most of these programs and athletes.  As the athletic director you 

surely know the realities of the recruiting calendar.   

 

The College had a month to engage in candid and informed discussions prior to the announcement and it chose 

not to. The luxury of such a relaxed, if not delaying, approach is not available to these programs and their 

athletes.  You say your commitment is to the student athletes, yet by allowing this process to take a full month it 

leaves these programs and their current and prospective student athletes in a terrible position given the realities 

of the recruiting calendar and the decisions that coaches and student athletes must make in the coming few 

weeks.  Put simply, the timing remains a big problem and undercuts any good will or trust that can be built 

through this process. 

 

We urge you and the College to right this wrong.  Reinstate the sports and then we can take all the time you 

need to understand what athletic excellence means at William and Mary and the best strategy for achieving and 

maintaining it. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Save Tribe Swimming Executive Committee: 

 

Alexis Skelos '06 

Adam Happel '00 

Claire Williams '19 

Kelley Crisci '94 P'23 

Jeff Crisci '94 P'23 

Matt Crispino '02 

Daniel Mee '00 

Aubrey Boles '02 

Rich Williams '98 

Jesse Moore '08 

Jon Tuttle '89 P'23 

Dr. Katherine Guthrie P'23 

Kristin Bidwell P'20 

Michael Tramack P'23

 


